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BEING IN A PLACE WITH LIMITED 
PLANNING CAPACITY AND A DIFFERENT 

GEOGRAPHY

There is very limited data and the data that we 
have is either inadequate or misleading.
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BOISE IS RANKED AMONG THE BEST 
CITIES IN THE US.

Livability data

http://www.areavibes.com/best-places/america








BOISE HAS BOTH A LOW EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT AND LOW INCOME 

LEVELS.

New York Times Map

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/26/upshot/where-are-the-hardest-places-to-live-in-the-us.html?_r=0


MANHATTAN INSTITUTE IDENTIFIED 
IDAHO AS MAIN GROWTH CORRIDOR.



SOME IDAHO FACTS:

2000 2010 Change

Population 1,293,953 1,567,582 21% 273,629

Median age 33.2 34.6

White (%) 91.0 89.1 16%

Black (%) 0.4 0.6 82% 4,230

Hispanic (%) 7.9 11.2 73% 96,638

Mexican (%) 6.1 9.5

Household size 2.7 2.7

Family size 3.2 3.2

Housing units 527,824 667,796 27%

Seasonal housing 27,478 41,660 52%



IDAHO’S 5 FASTEST GROWING 
CITIES (%):

1. Marsing, 27.1 % 

2. Franklin, 11.7 %

3. Meridian, 7.1 %

4. Star, 6.9 %

5. Stanley, 6.5 %



MARSING IS THE FASTEST GROWING 
CITY IN IDAHO.



MERIDIAN IS ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING 
CITIES IN THE US:





REALITY THAT GROWTH IS SPREAD 
PRETTY EQUAL:

2010 2013 % Absolute

Boise 206,345 214,237 4% 7892

Nampa 81,836 86,518 6% 4682

Meridian 75,602 83,596 11% 7994



THE BOISE MSA WILL HAVE 1 MILLION 
PEOPLE BY 2040.



THE PROJECTIONS FOR THE REGION SEEM 
SIGNIFICANTLY OFF:

2010 2013 % Absolute 2015 %

Boise 206,345 214,237 4% 7892 245,565 14.6 %

Nampa 81,836 86,518 6% 4682 97,580 12.7 %

Meridian 75,602 83,596 11% 7994 94,289 12.8 %

Total 384,351 53,083 437,434

That means we would have to have about 723 people move to the 

Treasure Valley every day. 



ACCORDING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE’S GEM STATE PROSPECTOR :

2010 2014 % Absolute

Boise 206,345 214,168 3.8% 7823

Nampa 81,836 84,780 3.6% 2944

Meridian 75,602 78,214 3.5% 2612



DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO DATA 
SOURCES:

2013

Census

2014

Gem State Difference

Boise 214,237 214,168 69

Nampa 86,518 84,780 1,738

Meridian 83,596 78,214 5,382



GEMSTATE PROSPECTOR



SO WHAT IS GOING ON WITH THE 
LOCAL POPULATION?

If it were only that easy.



CHANGES BETWEEN APRIL 1, 2010 AND JULY 
1, 2013 (ACCORDING TO US CENSUS):

Boise MSA grew by 5.5 percent to a population of 
650,288 (one of the fastest growing MSAs in the 

country).



SOME TYPICAL LOCAL FACTS:

Ada County Canyon County

2000 2010 2000 2010

Population 300,904 392,365 131,441 188,923

Median age 32.8 34.8 30.5 31.6

White 92.9 90.3 85.5 85.7

Black 1.0 1.1 0.5 0.6

Hispanic 4.5 7.1 18.6 23.9

Mexican 3.0 5.4 14.9 21.0

Household size 2.6 2.6 2.9 2.9

Family size 3.1 3.1 3.3 3.4

Housing units 113,408 159,471 47,965 69,409

Seasonal housing 483 1,018 251 280



BUT THERE ARE MORE INTERESTING 
DATA SOURCES

Driver’s license information from Idaho 
Department of Transportation



BETWEEN 2009 AND 2013, 
478 PEOPLE MOVED FROM COLORADO 

TO IDAHO

This seems hardly relevant to planning.



GROWTH ONLY TELLS PART OF THE STORY
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BUT 478 HIDES THE DYNAMICS:

-2500

-2000

-1500

-1000

-500

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

<20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 >60

IN

OUT

NET



STATES WITH A BIG EXCHANGE:

• Arizona

• Colorado

• Montana

• Nevada

• Oregon

• Utah

• Washington



CALIFORNIA IS A DIFFERENT STORY:
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MOBILITY AND MIGRATION (2009-2013):
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NOW I KNOW A BIT MORE ABOUT THE 
CHANGES THAT ARE OCCURRING:

• Idaho “loses” young people (<30) to Alaska, Colorado, Florida, 
Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, Utah, Washington and 
Wyoming.

• With the exception of North Dakota, there is a positive influx of 
people 30 and older from every state.

• We know nothing about people that are leaving or entering.



CENSUS POPULATION ESTIMATES



NOW I KNOW THE REAL CHALLENGE:

• In an area with 600,000 original residents, we moved out about 
100,000.

• And we added about 130,000 new residents from other states.

• In the meanwhile, some of your original residents passed away.

• Fortunately, some new original residents were born.

• And as a planner I know nothing about these new people or the 
people that they have replaced



BUT THERE IS ALL THIS DATA OUT THERE 
THAT COULD HELP US PLANNERS MAKE 

MUCH BETTER DECISIONS

There are people out there that have the data that 
planners need to make truly informed planning 

decisions. 



There are the fitness apps such as HUMAN





Facebook, Twitter and other social media sites 



Garage door openers and other remote controlled devices



There is all the data that your wireless service 
provider collects without you realizing.



Banks



Traffic and traffic cameras …. and





YET, PLANNERS MAKE MAJOR 
DECISIONS ABOUT OUR COMMUNITIES 
BASED ON DATA THAT IS COLLECTED 

BY SOME FEDERAL AGENCY BASED ON 
SAMPLES AND CONJECTURE.



SOME FACTS ABOUT BIG DATA

• More data has been created in the past two years than 
in the entire previous history of the human race.

• About 1.7 megabytes of new information will be 
created every second for every human.

• In five years there will be over 50 billion smart 
connected devices in the world.

• By 2020, at least a third of all data will pass through a 
cloud.

• At the moment less than 0.5% of all data is ever 
analyzed and used.





ADVANTAGES OF BIG DATA

Near or real-time data

Ability to cross analyze and visualize data

Detailed and place specific data



DIS-ADVANTAGES OF BIG DATA

Is it reliable?

Does it have a bias?

Can we distinguish the data from the static?



WILL THIS DATA BE AVAILABLE TO 
PLANNERS IN SMALL COMMUNITIES?

What does the data actually measure?

Will it create a systematic bias in data collection?

Is big data in small communities even useful for planners?

Can we protect people’s privacy when we get to finer scale 
levels?



ARE WE AT A POINT THAT THE SKILLS 
THAT PLANNERS IN LARGE 

METROPOLITAN AREAS NEED 
FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT FROM 

THE SKILLS THAT ARE NEEDED IN SMALL 
COMMUNITIES?
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