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Mentor, Ohio  

20 miles east of Cleveland CBD

2010 Population 47,159

Low Density Suburban - Exurban Development 

Eastern edge of Cleveland MSA



Significant greenspace areas in       
and adjacent to community.   

State and City Nature Preserves

Parks / Tree Farms



NOACA 2007-2009 STUDY RESULTS: City of Mentor:
Largest # of accidents for communities surveyed in a 5 - County area*

Highest total # Accidents on one route (SR-2)

Highest total # Accidents within two routes (SR-2  IR-90)  
*Cuyahoga, Lorain, Medina, Geauga, Lake. 
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DEER and MEDIA COVERAGE









Blackbrook 
Golf Course    
– 159 acres 

Most roadway segments with concentrations of collisions and nearby green 
corridors are interconnected via tributary streams. 

Aerial infrared surveys 
of deer groups suggest 
concentrations above 
33 animals per square 
mile in Year 2011.

As conservative 
estimate, City staff and 
consultants conclude: 

By Year 2013, this 
number could reach as 
many as 100 deer per 
square mile in areas.  





Product Research 

Different 
systems for 
varied roadway 
conditions 



‘DeerDeter’                   motion 
– activated warning

‘Tapco’                            
Seasonal warning signs

‘SRF’ –
Twin beam motion detector 
and warning device

Mentor Marsh, City and State 
Nature Preserves – 1450 acres 

Veterans Park –
83 acres Blackbrook 

Golf Course    
– 159 acres 

Most roadway segments with 
concentrations of collisions intersect 
with nearby green corridors are 
interconnected via tributary streams. 

Aerial infrared surveys of deer 
groups within Veterans Park and City 
/ State Nature Preserves indicated 
concentrations above 100 animals 
per acre. 

Suggested AVC Systems



Traffic Safety Test Sites --- Hunting / Culling Areas -- City of Mentor, Ohio

Test Site 1 –

Test Site 3 –

Hunting / Culling Permitted 
Hunting / Culling Restricted 

Test Site 2 –



FINDINGS THUS FAR:

• ODOT-funded study: $54,000.

• Actual cost: $32,000+.

• AVC Devices in tandem with hunting / 
culling can substantially reduce number of 
car / deer events.  

• Annual # car / deer events reduced:

• 2013: 98 events

• 2014: 46 events

• Reduction of 52 events

• Average insurance cost per event: $4,000.

• Approximate savings: $208,000.

• Still a work in progress.  

OTHER BENEFITS:

• Reduction of complaints.

• Gradual restoration of existing ecosystem.

• Informed civic process moving forward. 



ADVICE – BUILDING DEER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

USE PUBLIC PROCESS TO BUILD AWARENESS AND CONSENSUS  

USE SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH.  BRING PARTNER AGENCIES TO HELP.

BRING IN DEPARTMENTS ACROSS THE BOARD AS PART OF PROGRAM

• ADMINISTRATION / ELECTED OFFICIALS    

• POLICE  
• PUBLIC WORKS  
• PARKS AND RECREATION 

• PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

OUTLINE THE PROGRAM COMPONENTS CLEARLY.  
WHY THEY ARE IMPORTANT.   HOW THEY INTERRELATE.

• DATA GATHERING  

• CONSENSUS BUILDING - COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

• STRATEGY AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

• IMPLEMENTATION.  DATA GATHERING.  COMMUNITY OUTREACH. 



“The deer population in Mentor has been 
growing for five years, and it seems as if 
no one is working to stop it.
Not only have they been eating all of our 
plants and trees, but they’ve been causing 
car accidents…
You can’t plant anything on the lawns… 
These animals are becoming so 
domesticated you can almost touch them.  
People have been feeding them, and the 
even eat right out of our corn feeders, and 
then they walk out on the street.
Mentor is a very nice city, but it can flip-
flop all because of one species: deer.  
Other cities have fixed the problem.”

- Mentor resident   

DEER and MEDIA COVERAGE





ACTION STEPS

DATA GATHERING .  PUBLIC INFORMATION.  OUTREACH
ADMINISTRATIVE / LEGISLATIVE – RESEARCH - PREPARE LEGISLATIVE / LEGAL STEPS

DATA GATHERING: HUNTING & CULLING ELSEWHERE.  TRAFFIC SAFETY.  

REASONS WHY YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS A DEER MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

• HAVE THE REASONS - ALWAYS READY. 

• EXPECT CHALLENGES –

• MEANS TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES

BROAD CONSTITUENT SUPPORT.  SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH 

• HELP CONVEY THE BIG ECOLOGICAL PICTURE 

TOO MANY DEER = LOSS OF BIRDS, PLANTS, INSECT DIVERSITY.  

• QUANTIFIED RESULTS 



BUILD YOUR STRATEGY WITH LOGICAL PARTNERS



“By shouldering the role of careful, 
conservation-minded predators, 
hunters make the coexistence of 
humans and wildlife sustainable.”



“A sort of balance had been 
restored, in which there is room 
not just for hungry deer and their 
human neighbors but also for the 
plant and animal species that the 
deer were driving out.  “



ACTION STEPS

DATA GATHERING .  PUBLIC INFORMATION.  OUTREACH
ADMINISTRATIVE / LEGISLATIVE – RESEARCH - PREPARE LEGISLATIVE / LEGAL STEPS

DATA GATHERING: HUNTING & CULLING ELSEWHERE.  TRAFFIC SAFETY.  

REASONS WHY YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS A DEER MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

• HAVE THE REASONS - ALWAYS READY and CONSISTENT. 

• EXPECT CHALLENGES  

• MEANS TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES

BROAD CONSTITUENT SUPPORT.  SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH 

• HELP CONVEY THE BIG ECOLOGICAL PICTURE 

TOO MANY DEER = LOSS OF BIRDS, PLANTS, INSECT DIVERSITY.  

• QUANTIFIED RESULTS 
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