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Mentor, Ohio

20 miles east of Cleveland CBD

2010 Population 47,159

Low Density Suburban - Exurban Development
Eastern edge of Cleveland MSA




Significant greenspace areas in
and adjacent to community.

State and City Nature Preserves
Parks / Tree Farms




NOACA 2007-2009 STUDY RESULTS: City of Mentor:

Largest # of accidents for communities surveyed in a 5 - County area*
Highest total # Accidents on one route (SR-2)
Highest total # Accidents within two routes (SR-2 IR-90)

*Cuyahoga, Lorain, Medina, Geauga, Lake.

ACCIDENTS INVOLVING ANIMALS AS A % OF TOTAL ACCIDENTS BY COMMUNITY 2007-2009

Animal-Related Animal as % of

Community Total Accidents Accidents Total

MENTOR 5260 245 4.66%
STROMNGSVILLE 3260 120 5.52%
NORTH RIDGEWVILLE 1707 163 9.55%
MEDINA 2252 144 6.39%
AMHERST 1514 142 B8.80%
MUNSON Sa4 135 24.82%
MONTWVILLE 572 133 23.25%
CARLISLE 679 129 19.00%
SHEFFIELD 1340 129 9.63%
CHARDOMN 947 128 13.52%
AVON 1570 98 0.24%

BRECKSVILLE 646 92 14.24%




Caution: It’s deer season on the highways

Risks high here for deer-vehicle collisions

Collislons between deer and motor vehicles have Jumped mare
than 20 percent nationally in the past five vears, and Ohio ranks
as a high-risk state for such accidents.

Number of collisions
dropping in Ohio,
but risk is still high

Tosm Feram
Platn Dealer Reporter

The combination of deer mat-
ing season and early evenlng
-darkness makes Movember a
hazardous time for motorises.
Insurance and state safety of-
ficials say Ohio is & high-risk
state for deer-vehicle collisions,
normally logging about 25,000
annually, and that the highest
number oeeur in Movember —
mostly during the peak hours
between 5 pom. and 1 a.m.
“We're in the heart of it right
now with breeding season
here,” said Scott Peters of the
Ohio Department of Matnral
Resourees Division of Wildlife.
But efforts to control the
state’s deer population — now
about 650,000 after an explo.
500 in the 189380s and 'S0s —
have been paying off, he said.
The state’s accident tally has
dropped over the past five
vears. The State Highway Pa-
trol pot the 2009 total at

Likefihood of collision with 2 deer
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24,8594, down from a high of
28,240 {0 2008,

30 far this vear, the state has
had abont 15,000 deer-vehicle
accidents, including three fa-
talities, the Highway Patrol re-
ported. There were four deaths
im 2009, six in 2008 and 10 in
200,
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Mationally, deer-vehicle colli-
slons couse about 200 deaths
eich year, according to the In-
supance Institute for Highway
Safety. The average cost of
property damage last vear was
£3,103, the institute said.

HNationwide, the number of
sueh aceidents has Inereased
more than 20 percent sinee
2008, according to & study by
State Farm Insurance.

“It doesn't surprise me that
it's up nationwide,” Peters said.
“Some states to the west are ex-
periencing what we did 20
years ago with deer.”

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
Heran@plaind com, 216-599-6251

Avoiding deer
collisions

Some driving tips from the Obic
Departrent of Matural Ra-
sources, State Highway Patrol
and insurance industry to avoid
accidents with deaer:

B Remember that deer sre most
active bebween G and 9 pm.
and in the hours shortly before
and after sunrise.

# Use high-bearm headlights
after dark when thers is no on-
ciaming traffic.

m Remember that deer gener-
ally travel in herds — and that
buscks may be pursuing does. IF
YOu S0 0ne, there's a good
chance others are nearby.

8 Ee aware of posted deer-
Crossing signs,

& |f a collision seems unavoid-
able, brake firmly and stay in
vour lane. Swerving your vehi-
cle to avoid hitting the deer
could cause you to losa contral
OF put you In the patk of an an-
coming vehicle.

® Report any desr-vehicle colli-
sions to & local law-enforoe-
ment agency or state wildlife |
afficer within 24 howrs.

B Under Ohio law, the driver of

‘a vehiche that strikes and kills a

deer may fake possession of it
by first obtaining a deer posses-
sion receipt, which is availahble
from law enforcement or state
wildlife officers, and from local
Division of Wildlife district of-
fices,
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Solon considering turning
to bow hunters to cull deer

BREAKING NORTHEAST OHIO NEWS AT CLEVELAND.COM/METRO

Ak P dnneual i e Last your affer ediTd &9
e medibde wiih vehichs ou ot
HEE the
Lt eer
|'“I|= Saturday, Ociober 16, 2010 Tha Flain Dealer | Breaking news; cleveland.com Matro | ‘b?"‘-
[} e
[ -] e of
“{Metrop
u] IVAE arks workers give nagure a epll‘l and |
THELL e
anand fing
af Jamze E WiFEER [paar in [ale summes. _ of patursl resources, seE Che pre i tha way.” Macdk sald, ot of certain portions of the for  store sabured habitat. !
arern S0t Deler Reportar Becauss ihe pocls dry mp, fish mary targets are the so-called Thongh e izvadess, diss pose est, or callecting seed and oot I e taeem, nabore dossntre 70
Jun— can't Eve in the, giving frogs, sal- Dty Dozen: {nvasive cattalls (nar- - an sbvioos probdem, mumeching oo stock to have svailahle fo plant  quire aoy besmn help """"
. The Cleveland Metroparks smassders, 1nads and other small rovw-leaved and hybrd cattnll), seedEng tress 0 suck an exhent It the forest floar, Cirportes and Besvors: bave come |7
agy 2=r t Mg hesven, bt they are  crestures & chance &n AEwh in g Enrasiag huck&_nrrli. Eurasian that nstural forest regensration Fastoring antmal pogulitions i back on Uyeir oun and ane doing -
=vmg erth, wesber and plant and  predator-fes environment. homeysucilog, Japanese bar- has stapped in some places, 2 'k more complicabed. Wi ipe-  orarie waedl, exid Mack and Tersy
FAR FRimime fife to gt Mither Neture  The perks have st boast 100 220k Vearries, Japaness ootweed, purtic  soooeding tothe park system. cies thet bave died ouf cannot e Robison, the parks manager of
rs o elping hazd Pl Park employes are nestor-  musiard, besser mlandine, muolt- T parks bave been actively  maintroduced witisut permission  flal] mesearci. Wi barkers weps
h The human intervention i# tv ing siy i the Brookside Resena-  fiors Tose, Morwey magle, phrag  culling the deer over the past der ol i O Depastment of Haboml reintrochced & sonthern O and
counter human-cansed pollution, tion near the Cleveland Met- muites, purple loceestrsfy and resl  ade, wsing shapshooters. The ks Resoursas, soid park spokes- migrated nodt® on their ows by
tEamrRsterm runodl, Invasive plant amd  roparks foo, Misking sure they Gre  Ganary prass. Eunt, in Japwiry snd February, woman Jane Christrsom foilowing river spmems, they said.
borw sacimal species and sommercial 2 Je bo feet deep 80 thew don't — They everrun pative species,  bagped 461 The park system Bz reioico Rebison said the beswvers b
bk, [evelopmes snomaching on b dry up 0 geickly, They &lee  and the campeipn eppinst themm - But the pathe desr have few  doeed brosk trout to somve of fis been so pussessful thet the fEraz
I hebetan. plamted desr-procfed sesdiing  dudes bernickds ey, mechanical  nituml predetore and bove devie- stneams i |6 edewidering Fepall-  have had o Tadeste mome, At ang
thes off FoT instence, park emplooees traes to belp stabilizs the soil -:‘ulli:.u:an.d.d'.lppin,g. tedind forest land, especially plants  aling unod rogs and spotied saln-  pofiek along the Chagrin Rever. the
iy, P Nelpiag to preservo vernal around the pools and buflir steem. “Humans ks e me #och 2 on the forest flnar. Eandets w0 some of the parks’ ver-  big Todests created 2 dam svshem
i b oo = Bodies of water larger  runoff taat could maks the podls  dominemt fres oo the lundse igw  The parks febem is svilualing  nal pools, Mack sdd scs mophisticutad that H# resembied
cighan puddies bat smaller than  silt cver - our Bving bere makes it kard Sor  the posshility of WEively resioring The parks’ netural scientists are e berraced e padidies of east-
cmslf CPEntional ponds. Hamed be-  Another initistive, under way nasur) [picesses o g0 on withoul  the vegeration o the forest ndsr working with a Case Westemn B oo Asia,

use they come inbs existence in
ring, with the onset of melting
N i Spring rains, they deap-

simoe 2008, hat park warkers gl
contraciore battling invasive
plaits. Johm Meck, the parks’ chisf

aszistance. 17 we went 2 benriii,
Torested landscaps, wa have o
ecmrinualy nodps i aloog i keep

sy = the loust palnt beneail
e Gnogy. One st calls for
erecting Tarmies to keep the dee

seree Lnlversity ressaccher o de-
tarmine how Enimsals arrive on
thelr qun i the parks bl or e

T rsach this Plain Désder reporian
aingerTelaiad com, £16-959- 3305













Most roadway segments with concentrations of collisions and nearby green
corridors are interconnected via tributary streams.

Aerial infrared surveys
of deer groups suggest
concentrations above
33 animals per square
mile in Year 2011.

Blackbrook
Golf Course
— 159 acres

As conservative
estimate, City staff and
consultants conclude:

——

By Year 2013, this
number could reach as
many as 100 deer per
square mile in areas.







Product Research

Different
systems for
varied roadway
conditions



Most roadway segments with

concentrations of collisions intersect

with nearby green corridors are

interconnected via tributary streams.

Mentor Marsh, City and State
Nature Preserves — 1450 acres

Veterans Park —
83 acres

Aerial infrared surveys of deer

groups within Veterans Park and City

/ State Nature Preserves indicated
concentrations above 100 animals
per acre.

Suggested AVC Systems

‘DeerDeter’ motion
— activated warning

‘Tapco’
Seasonal warning signs

‘SRF’ —
Twin beam motion detector
and warning device

Blackbrook
Golf Course
— 159 acres

/



Traffic Safety Test Sites --- Hunting / Culling Areas -- City of Mentor, Ohio

Hunting / Culling Permitted

Hunting / Culling Restricted

Test Site 1 —

Test Site 2 —

Test Site 3 —




FINDINGS THUS FAR:

* ODOT-funded study: $54,000.
e Actual cost: $32,000+.

* AVC Devices in tandem with hunting /
culling can substantially reduce number of
car / deer events.

 Annual # car / deer events reduced:

* 2013: 98 events

* 2014: 46 events

* Reduction of 52 events

* Average insurance cost per event: $4,000.
« Approximate savings: $208,000.

« Still a work in progress.

OTHER BENEFITS:

* Reduction of complaints.
* Gradual restoration of existing ecosystem.
* Informed civic process moving forward.



ADVICE - BUILDING DEER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

USE PUBLIC PROCESS TO BUILD AWARENESS AND CONSENSUS

USE SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH. BRING PARTNER AGENCIES TO HELP.

BRING IN DEPARTMENTS ACROSS THE BOARD AS PART OF PROGRAM

« ADMINISTRATION / ELECTED OFFICIALS
* POLICE

* PUBLIC WORKS

* PARKS AND RECREATION

* PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

OUTLINE THE PROGRAM COMPONENTS CLEARLY.
WHY THEY ARE IMPORTANT. HOW THEY INTERRELATE.

* DATA GATHERING

* CONSENSUS BUILDING - COMMUNITY OUTREACH

* STRATEGY AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

* IMPLEMENTATION. DATA GATHERING. COMMUNITY OUTREACH.



Thin the deer herd, not the landscaping

Why would The Plain Dealer print the July 6 commentisy on desr
(“Longing for the daye of the pink flamingo™)?

I wondd bet that Joe Liana doesn't believe in American exception-
adism, either. He thinks we think too much of ourselves

But you don't pull cut all the beauty in your yard because a lot
of stupid deer are eating them, you buy deer-deterrent sprays or
motion detector water sprayers or coyote urine, You don's give up

Thirty years ago, The New York Times had an article describing
how there were more deer in the United States than when Colum-
bus discovered America, and yet even today we kowtow to namby-
pambies who whine about thinning the herds.

How does this make sense? If vou travel to farms in Amigh eoun-
try, vou won't see deer because they know if they show themselves
they take a certain chance of being shot.

Thin the herds and evervone will be kappy: less competition for
the remaining deer and prettier vards for us humans,

JoaY GOLINAR,
Cleveland

Deer are too close for comfort

In Lyndburst, as in Joe Liana's Parma (*Longing for the days of
the pink flamingoe.” July 6), berds of free-mange geds (white-tailed
deer) have ravaged my roses and lilies, and destroyed hundreds of
doliars’ worth of nyrsery plants, But my bigger concern is the threat
these animals pose to human health,

Deerrehicle collisions kill hundreds of people each year. And deer
carry ticks that cause Lyme disease and an assortment of chronic
illnesses into our Jawns and gardens. Lyme disease is a growing risk
in Ohio, It has been reported in more than half of Ohlo® counties,
with the greatest number of cases in Cuyahoga County.

According to the Cornell University Wildlife Coatrol Information
site, there were 500,000 white-talled deer in the United States in
the 1900s. That population has exploded to close to 30 million at
present { ne deer for every 10 people)

Itistd drastically reduce the deer population in our city and
suburbs. Let's return to the wonder of seeing a deer while hiking in
the Metroparks, and put behind us the barrar of too-cloge encoun
ters in our backyards.

Mixiam Weiss,
Lyndhurst

Deer problem needs common solution

Regarding Joe Liana'’s “Longing for the days of the pink flamingn,”
about the sacred, freesrange gods of Parma — the whitetailed deer:
My hushand and T are sick to death of these deer. They are in our
yard every day, leaving behind endence of their visits,
Lis past time that something is done about the deer population.
e have to decide on a definite solution and follow throngh with
neighboring suburbs,

Joyen CrLINSKI
Parma

DEER and MEDIA COVERAGE

“The deer population in Mentor has been
growing for five years, and it seems as if
no one is working to stop it.

Not only have they been eating all of our
plants and trees, but they’ve been causing
car accidents...

You can’t plant anything on the lawns...
These animals are becoming so
domesticated you can almost touch them.
People have been feeding them, and the
even eat right out of our corn feeders, and
then they walk out on the street.

Mentor is a very nice city, but it can flip-
flop all because of one species: deer.

Other cities have fixed the problem.”
- Mentor resident




Aerial Infrared Deer Count Report
City of Mentor, OH
8 April 2011

Two areas of the City of Mentor, identified as Area 2 and Area 3, wi =
Infrared (IR) deer count flight on the night of 28 March 2011. The IF
good. Additlonal detalls can be found in the analysis nofes below.

This report package includes this written report, DVD+R discs conli
imagery of the count areas, map printouts of the deer count and dix
count area and a copy of the maps In Jpeg format, and GIS files ot
deer are noled on the map by dots of different colors. Deer &ére red
possible deer is defined as an animal that is thought to be a deer b
somewhat weak or otherwlse difficult to plainly distinguish it as a d
anlmals cover an area gpproximately 80 fest in diamster on the m

printed easily.

Results:
DEER

Area 2 3535 186 |/ 8 i &
Area 3 278 12 |/ 0 I =
Total Acres 4811 (about 33 deer per sgquare mile)

Analysis Notes
The gerial infrared imaging flight for the portions of the Clty of Mi

of 28 March, belween the hours of 2333, 28 March and 0157, 30
ware very good and small animals ware visible in the imagery, b




ACTION STEPS

DATA GATHERING . PUBLIC INFORMATION. OUTREACH
ADMINISTRATIVE / LEGISLATIVE — RESEARCH - PREPARE LEGISLATIVE / LEGAL STEPS

DATA GATHERING: HUNTING & CULLING ELSEWHERE. TRAFFIC SAFETY.

REASONS WHY YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS A DEER MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

o HAVE THE REASONS - ALWAYS READY.
o EXPECT CHALLENGES -
o MEANS TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES

BROAD CONSTITUENT SUPPORT. SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH
o HELP CONVEY THE BIG ECOLOGICAL PICTURE

TOO MANY DEER = LOSS OF BIRDS, PLANTS, INSECT DIVERSITY.
o QUANTIFIED RESULTS



BUILD YOUR STRATEGY WITH LOGICAL PARTNERS



“By shouldering the role of careful,
conservation-minded predators,

hunters make the coexistence of
humans and wildlife sustainable.”




Meanwhile, the damage done by
booming wildlife populations is substan-
tial. Some 200 Americans die each yearin
more than 1.2 million vehicle collisions
with wandering deer—wrecks that cause
damage resulting in more than $4 bil-
lion in repairs, according to the Insur-
ance Information Institute. One recent
Tuesday morning in western Michigan,

named Thephald “Buzz” -

“A sort of balance had been
restored, in which there is room
not just for hungry deer and their

human neighbors but also for the
plant and animal species that the
deer were driving out. “




ACTION STEPS

DATA GATHERING . PUBLIC INFORMATION. OUTREACH
ADMINISTRATIVE / LEGISLATIVE — RESEARCH - PREPARE LEGISLATIVE / LEGAL STEPS

DATA GATHERING: HUNTING & CULLING ELSEWHERE. TRAFFIC SAFETY.

BROAD CONSTITUENT SUPPORT. SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH
o HELP CONVEY THE BIG ECOLOGICAL PICTURE

TOO MANY DEER = LOSS OF BIRDS, PLANTS, INSECT DIVERSITY.
o QUANTIFIED RESULTS
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