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San Francisco’s Castro District (Source: Shayne Watson) 
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Stonewall National Monument in New York (Source: NPS) 



Various national, 
state, and local 
LGBTQ heritage 
preservation 
initiatives currently 
underway. 
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LGBTQ Heritage Preservation Initiatives in the United States 



LGBTQ Historic Context Statement for San Francisco 
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LGBTQ Historic Context Statement for San Francisco 
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“Finding our Place: Queer Heritage in the United States,” National Park Service publication, April 2016  
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 



LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Pacific Avenue in the Barbary Coast, 1913 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Montgomery Street, San Francisco’s Bohemian artery 
(Source: UC Berkeley Bancroft Library) 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Nightclubs on Pacific Avenue, 1956 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 

Dancer at the Dragon nightclub on Pacific Avenue, 1934 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 

RA
ZI

N
G

 T
H

E 
B

A
R 

 | 
 A

U
G

U
ST

 2
6,

 2
01

6



Sexualized and racialized tourism was “a primary factor in 
the emergence of San Francisco’s publicly visible queer 
communities…. [It] showcased difference and, in doing so, 
generated a permissive quality of same-sex and cross-race 
sexual display. As sexualized entertainments became part of 
San Francisco’s allure, tourist industry dollars cast a thin 
veneer of protection around the city’s queer entertainments.”  

- Nan Alamilla Boyd, Wide Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965 (2003) 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 



LGBTQ History in North Beach 
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Broadway, 1930, Finocchio’s building on the corner at right 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 



LGBTQ History in North Beach 
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Female-impersonating performers at Finocchio’s, 1958 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 

Tourists at Finocchio’s, 1942 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Jose Sarria performing at the Black Cat Café, 1950s  
(Source: GLBT Historical Society) 

Black Cat Café on Montgomery Street, c. 1960s  
(Source: GLBT Historical Society) 



Broadway, North Beach’s entertainment strip, 1944 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 

LGBTQ History in North Beach 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Performers at Mona’s 440 Club at 440 Broadway, 1940s 
(Source: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History in North Beach 

Newspaper articles about male-impersonating performers in San Francisco, 1910s  
(Source: California Digital Newspaper Collection) 

Mona’s 440 Club advertisement, 1942 
(Source: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History in the Tenderloin 

Turk Street, 1942 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company 
map of Polk Street and Van Ness 
Avenue, 1899 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 



Party in “Polk Gulch” for the Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta, 1937 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Opening of Weinstein Co. at 1620 Polk Street, 1941 
(Credit: San Francisco Public Library) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



The Detour on McAllister Street, c. 1965  
(Source: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 

Demolition at McAllister and Laguna Streets, 1971 
(Source: San Francisco Public Library) 



Tool Box, 1964 
(Credit: Life Magazine) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Demolition of Tool Box | 1971 
(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Jumpin’ Frog, 2111 Polk Street, 1964 
(Credit: Life Magazine) 

2111 Polk Street, 2014 
(Credit: Google) 

RA
ZI

N
G

 T
H

E 
B

A
R 

 | 
 A

U
G

U
ST

 2
6,

 2
01

6
LGBTQ History on Polk Street 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 

Areas known for gay cruising and hustling, 1940s to 1980s 



Jack’s Turkish Baths 

1143 Post @ Polk 

(Credit: Google and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Tavern Guild Logo 

(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 

 

The Suzy-Q Club, 1741 Polk (now Tootsie Toes) 

(Source: Shayne Watson) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Gramophone Records, 1538 Polk Street 

(Credit: Google) 

 

Dean Stamatopoulos, store owner 

(Credit: Bay Area Reporter) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



The Town Squire, 1318 Polk Street 

(Credit: Shayne Watson) 

Advertisement c. 1970s 

(Credit: OutHistory.org) RA
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



1968 News Report on Polk Street as Headquarters of “Far Out” Fashion 

(Credit: San Francisco Bay Area Television Archive, SFSU) RA
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



California Hall | 625 Polk 
(Credit: Shayne Watson) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Police Harassment at California Hall, January 1, 1965 

(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Press Conference after California Hall Incident | January 2, 1965 
(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



Halloween at California Hall | 1970s 
(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



First Gay Pride Marches Were on Polk Street | 1970s 
(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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LGBTQ History on Polk Street 



600 Polk Embassy-Lounge current 0
2201 Polk Royal-Oak-Saloon 19?? 19
2223 Polk Nob-Hill-Club Bar.--Also-known-as-Keno's-Nob-Hill.--Owned-by-Keno-Clark,--who-also-owned-Keno's-and-Le-Boeuf.--Bob-Ross-remembers-the--Nob-Hill-Club-as-being-the-first-gay-bar-on-Polk-St.--Raided--and-closed-in-1959.1950 1959
1203 Polk New-Bell-Saloon Bar.--Restaurant.--Entertainment.--Very-popular.--T.C.--Jones,-noted-female-impersonator,-performed-here.--"The--crowd-may-not-be-as-elegant-as-at-P.S.,-but-some-nice-people--go-there-nevertheless.--Larry-Vincent-plays-the-organ-and--piano,-and-when-he's-here-the-crowd-thickens."-S-Ralph-W.--Davis,-Ciao!,-February-1975.--"Dancing-and-organ-music-in-an--old-San-Francisco-ambience.--The-customers-are-gay-men,--mature-and-wellSdressed."-S-Spartacus-Gay-Guide,-1976.---"This-bar-gets-some-nice-older-people....-David-Kelsey--plays--organ-and-piano."-S-Ralph-W.-Davis,-Ciao!,-August-1976.--The--name-was-changed-to-the-Via-Via-around-1970,-but-was-quickly--changed-back-to-the-New-Bell-Saloon.1951 1986
1723 Polk Pink-Cloud Bar.--May-not-have-been-gay-during-all-of-its-thirteen--years.--Became-the-Early-Bird-and-the-Cinch. 1952 1965
1741 Polk SuSZSQ-Club Bar.--Second-location.--Owner,-Richard-Oderio.--The-first--meetings-of-what-was-to-become-the-San-Francisco-Tavern--Guild-met-here-in-1962.1960 1962
2111 Polk Jumping-Frog Bar.--Very-popular.--Showed-movies-on-Monday-nights;-was-the--first-bar-to-do-so.--Sponsored-the-first-Beaux-Arts-Ball-as--a-promotion-for-the-bar.--Manager-Daryl-Glied-convinced-the--Tavern-Guild-to-take-the-idea-over.--Glied-was-elected-the--third-president-of-the-Tavern-Guild-in-1963.--The-Jumping--Frog-was-featured-in-Life,-June-26,-1964.--Closed-in-1964,--and-served-coffee-after?--Later-the-location-of-Gaylord's--Cine-Bar-and-the-Laurel-Theater.1961 1964
1318 Polk Town-Squire Men's-Clothing-that-advertised-in-gay-publications-in-the-60s.-In-its-last-years-it-went-by-the-name-"Squire" 1962 1983
1423 Polk Web Bar. 1962 1969
2360 Polk Cloud-7 Bar.-Dancing.--"Large,-popular,-cruisy."-S-Carl-Driver,-1971.--"Cloud-Seven-is-a-nice,-popular-dance-bar.--It-has-been-going-strong-for-years-and-gets-a-young,-attractive-crowd.--Most-and-cleanScut-and-friendly."-S-Ralph-W.-Davis,-Ciao!,-February-1975.--"Cruisy,-longSpopular-dance-bar-catering-to-the-young.--If-you're-claustrophobic-or-hate-crowds,-avoid-it."-S-Spartacus-Gay-Guide,-1976.--Called-ShS-Boom-for-a-few-weeks-in-1974.1962 1982
1234 Polk Golden-Knight- Men's-Clothes 1965 1966
2060 Polk Casual-Man Clothing 1965 197
2155 Polk TwoSTilSTwo Bar.--Became-the-Yacht-Club,-the-Emperor-Norton's-Folly,--then-back-to-the-Yacht-Club. 1965 1969
1101 Polk Record-House 1966
2223 Polk T.A. Bar.--GoSgo-boys. 1966 1967
1548 Polk Polk-Along Bar.--Some-leather.--Also-known-as-the-PolkSASLong.--Became--the-Maple-Leaf,-the-Hot-House,-the-Havoc-House,-the-N'Touch,--the-Renegade,-then-the-N'Touch-again.1967 1972
1312 Polk House-of-Harmony Bar.--Piano.--David-Kelsey-performed.--At-times-very-popular.--"Pleasant,-attractive-bar,-tends-to-have-regular-customers."-S-Carl-Driver,-1971.--Owned-by-Ethel-of-Ethel's-Place.1968 1978
1548 Polk Maple-Leaf Former-location-of-the-Polk-Along.--Became-the-Hot--House,-the-Havoc-House,-the-N'Touch,-the-Renegade,-and-the--N'Touch-again.1968 1972
1118 Polk Le-Salon-Books Erotica 1969 0
1121 Polk P.S. Popular-restaurant-and-bar,-with-occasional-live-entertainment.-It-was-the-"largest-gay-restaurant-in-the-city,-very-popular,-extremely-attractive-bar,-varying-nightly-specials-about-$1.95.--Locals-seem-divided-in-opinion-of-it,-those-who-like-it,-love-it;-those-who-don't,-really-DON'T.--Service-tends-to-be-spotty-at-times,-partially-because-they-seem-to-hire-for-beauty-rather-than-ability."-S-Carl-Driver,-1971.-A-reviewer-for-CTC-Quarterly,-on-the-other-hand,-wrote-in-1975that-it-was-"easily-one-of-the-top-restaurants-on-the-West-Coast"--Connected-to-the-Casa-de-Crystal.--Many-AsianSAmerican-patrons.1969 1986
1718 Polk Neal's-Kitchen Restaurant.--24-hours.--Advertised-in-Vector-as-"The-Gayest-Little-Restaurant-on-Polk-Street."--"Bop-in...right-in-the-heart-of-the-afterS2--action,-and-elbow-your-way-through-the-Flaming-Creatures--crowd-to-get-a-cup-of-coffee."-S-Richard-Young,-QQ-Magazine,--Summer-1970.1969 1970
1723 Polk Early-Bird Bar.--Dancing.--Restaurant.--German-cuisine.--"The-massive--effort-necessary-to-squeeze-your-way-into-this-cruise-bar-is--worth-the-trouble.--Wait-until-you-see-all-those-beauties!"--S-Spartacus-Gay-Guide,-1976.--Former-location-of-the-Pink--Cloud.--Became-the-Cinch.1969 1977
2111 Polk Blue-Swan Bar. 1969
2155 Polk Yacht-Club Bar 1969 1989
2340 Polk Call-Board Restaurant.--Gay-and-lesbian-clientele.--Owner,-Al-Wilkinson. 1969 1978
1090 Polk Mister-Lucky's Bar.--Also-known-as-the-Lucky-Spot.--Became-the-Polk-Gulch--Saloon. 1970 1971
1203 Polk Via-Vai Bar.--Former-location-of-the-New-Bell-Saloon.--Became-the--New-Bell-Saloon-again. 1970 1972
1695 Polk Smoke-House Bar.--Restaurant.--Became-the-Q.T. 1970 1971
1090 Polk Polk-Gulch-Saloon Bar.--"Former-Mr.-Lucky's,-recently-remodeled-and-seems-to-be-doing-better."-S-Carl-Driver,-1971.--"Cruising-and-boozing-all-day-and-night.--Crowded,-and--it-possesses-a-touch-of-decadence."-S-Spartacus-Gay-Guide,-1976.-1971 1986
1695 Polk On-the-Q.T. Bar.--Piano-entertainment.--Sometimes-hustlers.--Former--location-of-the-Smoke-House.--Moved-in-1979,-and-renamed-The--Q.T.1971 1979
2111 Polk Gaylord's-Cine-Bar Theater.--Gay-male-erotic-films.--Former-location-of-the--Jumping-Frog.--Became-the-Laurel-Theater. 1971
2348 Polk Butcher-Shop Restaurant.--Clientele-mixed,-but-predominantly-gay.--"Small-theoretically-straight-restaurant-with-superb-food,-but-very-limited-menu."-S-Carl-Driver,-1971.--1971 1981
1548 Polk Hot-House Bar.--Entertainment.--Gary-Schneider-at-the-organ.--Former--location-of-the-Polk-Along.--Became-the-Havoc-House,-the--N'Touch,-the-Renegades,-and-the-N'Touch-again.1972
1754 Polk Glendon's Restaurant 1972
2111 Polk Laurel-Theater Theater.--Gay-male-erotica.--Sex-on-premises?--"Laurel--Theatre-is-where-you-head-if-you-want-to-see-gay-movies.---Admission-is-$5-and-movies-start-at-11-a.m."-S-Ralph-W.--Davis,-Ciao!,-August-1976.---Former-location-of-the-Jumping--Frog-and-Gaylord's-Cine-Bar.1972 1981
1548 Polk Havoc-House Bar.--Former-location-of-the-PolkSAlong,-the-Maple-Leaf,-and-the-Hot-House.--Became-the-N'Touch,-then-Renegades,-then-the--N'Touch-again.1973 1974
1750 Polk Gordon's-Saloon Bar. 1973 1978
1436 Polk Buzzby's Bar.-Disco.-Dancing.-"The-most-popular-gay-bar-on-the--street.--Mostly-young-and-groovy-guys.--All-types-come-here--S-straights-and-gays-S-men-and-women.--The-decor-is-of-Busby--Berkeley-vintage.--Good-dancing/loud-sound....From-8-o'clock-to-closing-it's-jammed-S-especially-on-Saturday-and-Sunday."-S-Ralph-Davis,-Ciao!-2/75.--"It-was-once,-not-so-many-years-ago,-the-lone-disco-on-Polk-Street,-the-first-and-foremost-in-flash-fever-for-the-neighborhood-gay-crowd.--Word-of-mouth-brought-people-from-all-over-the-world-to-Buzzby's.--The-wait-to-get-in-sometimes-took-hours,-the-doorman--doubling-as-arbiter-of-who-got-in-and-who-didn't.--With-the-driving-beat-of-its-dance-tunes-and-its-pulsing-aura-of--psychedelia-gone-disco,-Buzzby's-was-the-kind-of-good-times-on-Polk....--The-burgeoning-of-competitors-in-the-past-years--has-thinned-the-crowd-at-Buzzby's-somewhat.--Now-there's-a-sadness-behind-Buzzby's-as-faint-as-the-sadness-behind-a--fixed-smile.--After-nearly-a-decade,-the-flash-may-not-be-quite-as-bright,-but-b����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������1974 1986
1548 Polk N'Touch Bar.--Disco.--Dancing.--Very-popular.--Many-Asians.--Operated-by-Bill-Bentley.--Held-Grand-Opening-on-November-4S7,-1974.--Former-location-of-the-Polk-Along,-the-Maple-Leaf,-the-Hot-House-and-the-Havoc-House.--In-1984-was-changed-to-the-Renegade,-but-soon-returned-to-the-N'Touch-and-began-to-occasionally-feature-cabaret-entertainment.--Became-popular-with-gay-Asians-and-Pacific-Islanders-during-the-1970s.-Currently-runs-Klub-NRG--on-specified-nights.1974 2008
2360 Polk ShaSBoom Bar.--Name-of-Cloud-7-for-a-few-weeks.-Vector,-March-1974;- 1974
1723 Polk Cinch Bar.-Western-motif.-Disco,-but-no-dancing.-Billiard-tables.--Former-location-of-the-Pink-Cloud-and-the-Early-Bird. 1975 2001

Polk Haven Restaurant.--"Hip."--Mixed-clientele,-many-gays. 1975 1977
1738 Polk Leather-Forever Leather-goods. 1976 0
622 Polk Wooden-Horse Bar. 1977 1989
1166 Polk Mocambo Nightclub.--Cabaret.--Mixed-clientele,-but-always-many-gays.---"Big-time-entertainers-in-plush-surroundings.--For-that-very--special-evening-out."-Gay-Life,-1978.--Performers-included--Frances-Faye-and-Kaye-Ballard.1977 1979
1351 Polk Levels Bar.--Became-Kimo's.--Formerly-a-straight-bar-called-The--Elbow-Room. 1977
1356 Polk Miz-Brown's- Restaurant 1977
1601 Polk Bob's-(rest) 1977 1977
1750 Polk White-Swallow Bar.--Former-location-of-Shapes.--"Beautiful,-mellow-atmosphere...-the-lighting-is-fabulous...interior-is-superb...tastefully-done-mural-with-egrets-and-cranes..."White-Swallow-Image"...subdued-"oldies"-music...older-gentlemanly-crowd...bathroom-is-very-private,-clean-and-they-conserve-water....easily-the-classiest-act-on-Polk-St."-S-Betty-&-Pansy,-1991.-Often-referred-to-by-the-diminutive-"Swallow."1977 1985

Polk-at-CaliforniaRaven- Restaurant 1977
749 Polk Sunshine-Saloon Bar.--Became-the-Stallion. 1978
1131 Polk Giraffe Bar.--"A-friendly-and-attractive-bar-with-lots-of-electronic--and-pinball-machines-to-keep-you-occupied."-S-Advocate--Guide,-1982.-Owned-by-Carl-Youngert,--Larry-Earl-&-Flora-Hall-(LCS-Polk-Enterprises).--Formerly-the-Ships-Bell.--See-collection-2001S22.-Ship's-Bell-in-at-least-1975.1978 2001
1351 Polk Kimo's Bar.--Dancing-and-entertainment-upstairs.--Pool-table.---Owned-by-Kimo. 1978 2001
1544 Polk Shirley-Hotel Hotel- 1978 0

Polk-at-Ellis Gladstone-Hotel Hotel- 1978
749 Polk Stallion Bar.--Former-location-of-the-Sunshine-Saloon. 1979 1988
1038 Polk Locker-Room-Book-Store Bookstore.--Gay-male-erotica.--Movie-booths.--24-hours.--Sex--on-premises. 1979 1986
1207 Polk Ben-Hur-Books Bookstore.-Gay-male-erotica.--Sex-on-premises. 1979 1990
1233 Polk Youngmen's-Hotel Hotel- 1979
1312 Polk Q.T.-II Bar.--Entertainment.--Some-hustlers.--Originally-called-On--the-Q.T.-at-a-different-location. 1979 0
1760 Polk Shandygaff-Vegetarian-Restaurant Restaurant 1979
1315 Polk Leland-Hotel Hotel- 1970s 0
1406 Polk Palms Restaurant 1970s
1538 Polk Gramaphone Records 1970s 1982
1133 Polk Hard-On-Leather Leather-Goods 1982
1217 Polk Headlines Gifts 1982
1401 Polk Sukker's-Liquors 1982
1423 Polk Bottom-Half Clothes 1982
1623 Polk Wendel's-Leather 1982S1995 1982 1995
1160 Polk Masque Piano-entertainment.-Became-Hunks-and-Reflections.- 1983 1985
2155 Polk Emperor-Norton's-Folly Bar.--Restaurant.--Former-location-of-the-TwoSTilSTwo,-then--the-Yacht-Club.--Quickly-returned-to-the-name-the-Yacht--Club.1983
1548 Polk Renegade Bar.--Dancing.--Disco.--Male-strip-shows.--"The-Renegade--Dance-Bar-has-a-disco-dance-floor-plus-a-bank-of-video--monitors.--There-are-movies-every-day,-strippers--occasionally,-and-a-lively-crowd-always.--With-flashing--lights-and-ample-sound,-it's-a-good-spot-for-dancing-and--carousing.--Cover-on-weekends."-S-Ray-Riegert,-Hidden-San--Francisco-and-Northern-California,-1984.1984 1985
1160 Polk Hunks Bar.--Former-location-of-Le-Masque.--Became-Reflections. 1985 1986
1160 Polk Reflections Bar 1989 2001
1237 Polk Carlene's Restaurant 1989
1303 Polk Polk-Rendezvous Bar 1989 1997

75+ Businesses catering to LGBT community opened on 
Polk Street (1950s to 1980s) 
(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 
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Gay Cruising and Hustling on Polk Street, 1970s 

(Credit: Crawford Barton, GLBT Historical Society) 
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The Cinch  
(Credit: Shayne Watson) 
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South of Market leather scenes, c. 1970s 

(Credit: GLBT Historical Society) 

XXXX 
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Maps of women’s businesses in Mission-Valencia, c. 1980s 

(Credit: San Francisco Public Library) 
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Citywide Historic Context Statement for LGBTQ History in SF 
sf-planning.org/lgbt-historic-context-statement 
 
National Park Service LGBTQ Heritage Initiative 
www.nps.gov/history/heritageinitiatives/LGBThistory/ 
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