
Public Art Life Cycle
Part I

Concept to Commission

Urban Light by Chris Burden



Visual

•Permanent
•Temporary
•Time-based

I See What You Mean by Lawrence Argent



Performance

•Dance
•Theater
•Literary

Carte Blanche Performance



Experiential

•Light
•Sound
•Emersive

Carte Blanche Performance



Social 
Engagement
•Participatory
• Interactive
•Collaborative

Before I Die . . .  By Candy Chang



Land or 
Earthworks
•Earth
•Rocks
•Twigs

Before I Die . . .  By Candy Chang



Architecture?



Where does Public Art 
come from?

Ripped Up by Ervin Herve-Loranth



Unsanctioned

•Graffiti/Street Art

• Interventions



Mural commemorating Breonna Taylor by Lola Lovenotes



Mask added by artist Peter Agoos to 
Day by Antonio López Garcia



Fearless Girl by Kristin Visbal
&

Charging Bull by Arturo DiModica



Sanctioned

•Public Works

•Private Development



Cloud Gate by Anish Kapoor

Seven Magic Mountains by Ugo Rondinone

Bay Bridge Lights by Leo Villareal

Resonance by Super A (Stefan Thelan)



PROs

•Enriches our lives

•Creates community

•Reduces crime

•Increase tourism

•Mitigates development

•Means for acknowledging 
sacrifice and contribution



CONs

•Encourages gentrification

•Potential eyesore if not maintained

•Cost to taxpayers for maintenance

•Lightening rod for controversy

•Creates complex processes for 
government

•Developers might argue it increases 
housing costs



How Do We 
Know if 
Public Art
is Successful ?



Critical 
Acclaim

The River That Flows Both Ways by Spencer Finch



Public 
Response

Marilyn Monroe sculpture by Seward Johnson



Financial 
Success

The Gates by Christo and Jean-Claude



Value of 
Artwork

LOVE by Robert Indiana



Meaningful 
to

Community

Swing Low by Alison Saar



Inclusivity

Wind Sculpture SGI by Yinka Shonibara



Who 
Pays for 
Public 
Art ?



PERCENT FOR 
ART PROGRAMS



MASTER PLANS



PROCESS AND 
OVERSIGHT



DEFINING PARAMETERS



SELECTION PROCESS



Submissions Are 
Property Of The 

Artist



COMMISSIONING 
PROCESS



Budget
•Artist Fee
• Fabrication Costs
• Site Preparation
• Installation
•Contingency



Schedule



Documents

•Plans
•Permits



FABRICATION



DELIVERY & 
INSTALLATION



FINAL APPROVAL



Sarah Conley Odenkirk
310.990.9581

sarah@artconverge.com
www.artconverge.com


