
Public Art Life Cycle
Part II

Maintenance to Mayhem

New York Times 16 July 2020, Lev Radin/Pacific Press, via Getty Images
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• Intellectual 
Property
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Conservation

• Removal and 
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INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY

• Copyrights
• Moral Rights

• Waivers & Licenses



What are copyrights?
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MORAL RIGHTS
(Le Droit Moral)



1.  Authorship

Visual Artists Rights Act
(VARA)

2. Integrity

3. Disclosure

4. Withdrawal



California
Connecticut
Louisiana
Maine
Massachusetts
Nevada
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Utah



• Copyright should stay with the Artist
• Needed rights can be licensed
• VARA rights can be replaced with clearer language



Cady Noland, Log Cabin, 1990. 5Pointz in January 2013. 

Photo courtesy of Ezmosis via Wikimedia Commons.



MAINTENANCE 
AND 
CONSERVATION



Maintenance Manual



Conservation



REMOVAL 
OR 
RELOCATION



I Remember When All This Was Trees, By Banksy
Photo Credit:  Boston Herald



Digital DNA By Adriana Varella

Photo Credit: Palo Alto Online.



PROBLEMATIC 
ARTWORK



Robert E. Lee Monument
(Photo Credit:  Steve Helber/AP)



Image from the Southern Poverty Law Center





•Deaccessioning
•Recontextualizing
•Replacing
•Leaving Space
•No Individuals



• Identify the issue
• Outline the approach
• Create policies and procedures
• Develop resources
• Enlist collaborators



1st Amendment







Aerial view of the Black Lives Matter mural in uptown Charlotte, NC.  Photo: Maleek Loyd
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Photo Credit: “Oculus” by Larry Kirkland California Science Center, Los Angeles, CA
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